





Halifax Region Stats

Population: 390,096 (2011)

Area: 594,414 ha (including 8.2 % as lakes & streams)
HRM Parkland: 0.84%
Open Space owned by HRM: 2.0%
Protected Areas (including provincial parks) (2015): 15.1%
Other Crown Land: 25.4%
Total of Undeveloped, Publicly Owned land: 43.3%
Overall Open Space (public & private)~ 85%

Coastline: 2,017 km

To slow or reverse our march towards a major
extinction event, conservation scientists tell us
we need to manage large areas for biodiversity
conservation, with natural corridors connecting
high quality habitats across roads and through
larger patches of highly altered landscapes. How
large an area needs to be so managed? Estimates
of 50-60% of the landscape are cited for the earth
at large and for N.S. in particular, the latter in
studies by Dalhousie University’s Karen Beazley.

Remarkably, Halifax still retains a mostly natural
landscape (approx. 85% of HRM is classified as
Open Space & Natural Resource) and 43% of
undeveloped land is publicly owned, including
the 16% in Parks and Protected Areas. Thus a
goal of managing 50+% of our capital area for

i . . . A small group of the endangered Mainland Moose reside
biodiversity conservation is well within our grasp. i, protected lands on the Chebucto Peninsula.

Photo courtesy of Aaron Wilson, Dept. of Natural Resources

HRM has taken some significant biodiversity-supportive
initiatives, such as the Urban Forest Management Plan.
Most importantly, following extensive public consultation
during the Regional Plan 5-year review process, HRM

is developing a Greenbelting and Public Spaces Priorities
Plan. This plan “will define a network of natural spaces
(land and water); parks, trails and natural corridors; and
cultural landscapes, views and image routes... these
spaces will function as a network; shaping communities
and affording them access to nature, recreation and
cultural opportunities, while protecting and sustaining
other important areas of untouched wilderness.”

At left: Members of the Young Naturalists Club on
the Crowbar Trail. Photo by David Patriquin.




Considerations of habitat quality and
connectivity need to be incorporated in all
decisions regarding landscape use. For
example, land might be managed within the
right of way of a highway to allow wildlife
connectivity through a settled area; clear-
cutting might be prohibited in certain forest
patches to improve habitat; a watercourse
buffer zone might be increased to 100 m
(from 20) to facilitate connectivity between
two forest stands; a large parking area might
be retrofitted to include alleys with native
trees and to reduce runoff; a new

Paddlers explore eastern islands with the Nova Scotia Nature Trust
Photo courtesy of Nova Scotia Nature Trust

development might employ a conservation
design with high density accommodations and
a large natural space, rather than dispersed,
low density housing. Such decisions involve
minimal compromise to meeting our immediate
needs and benefit both us and wildlife in the
bigger picture.

| am optimistic about the prospects: an
enlightened city in a forward-looking province
forging a future for all species for which

Nova Scotia is home.

The globally rare Jack Pine-Broom Crowberry barrens on a
rocky outcrop above Purcell's Cove.

1. An abridged version of this article was
published in The Nova Scotian section of
The Chronicle Herald on Dec 6, 2014:

NOVA SCOTIA NATURALLY: Sharing Halifax : i 5
Space with wildlife Treading Lightly: Trail volunteers learn how to build stone
http://thechronicleherald.ca/thenovascotian tread over wet spots.
11255369-nova-scotia-naturally-sharing-halifax

-space-with-wildlife

This expanded (original) version was posted on the Wildland Writers’ website
at wildlandns.ca on Dec. 7, 2014. Some Useful Links and more documentation
of the Parks and Protected Areas can be viewed at wildlandns.cal/sharing
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